
New York State Law 
Offenses against the Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC) Law are violations and generally punishable by fines of 
no more than $100, and/or imprisonment of no more than 15 days. Some offenses carry more severe penalties 
for repeat offenders and some allow the imposition of a community service requirement/and/or an alcohol 
education program. 

Sec. 65 provides that no person shall sell, deliver or give away, or cause or permit or procure to be sold, 
delivered, or given any alcoholic beverages to any person, actually or apparently, under the age of 21 years; 
any visibly intoxicated person; or any habitual drunkard known to be such to the person authorized to 
dispense any alcoholic beverages. 

Sec. 65-a prohibits the misrepresentation of age of a person under the age of 21 for the purpose of inducing 
the sale of alcoholic beverages. 

Sec. 65-b prohibits the purchase or attempted purchase of alcoholic beverages through fraudulent means by a 
person under the age of 21. 

Sec. 65-c prohibits the possession with intent to consume of an alcoholic beverage by a person under the age 
of 21. 
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